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stance in class, but one legend should 
not be overlooked or forgotten. Mrs. 
Mikolasy is and always will be a mas-
terful teacher.’’ 

Mrs. Mikolasy also tells a story 
about a package she received one day 
from a former student who is now a 
lawyer. The package, in which was a 
Mont Blanc pen, also included a note: 
‘‘Dear teacher, big case, won lots of 
bucks! Won case because of writing. 
You taught writing: you get pen. I did 
writing: I get money. Spend money. 
Money gone? Do more writing, get 
more money. Writing not work, maybe 
I come get another writing lesson.’’ It 
is said that while most Americans 
spend their living building careers, 
teachers spend their careers building 
lives. That certainly seems to be the 
case with Karen Mikolasy. 

So today I recognize Karen Mikolasy 
with the Innovation in Education 
Award. This is an award I give out each 
week to recognize people who make a 
difference in our local communities. It 
is based on the common-sense idea, 
that it is parents and educators who 
look our children in the eyes every day 
who know best how to educate them. 
Karen Mikolasy is most deserving of 
this award. 

Last night another experience made 
clear to me the impact teachers can 
have on their students. I attended an 
awards dinner for the ‘‘We the People 
. . . the Citizens and the Constitution’’ 
program. The program encourages jun-
ior high and high school students to 
study the constitution by developing 
competitive teams at each school. 
Each team has a teacher as a coach. 
Last night each teacher was recog-
nized. There were no fewer than 1200 
students giving their teachers standing 
ovations and cheering in appreciation 
of their efforts. 

I also like to recognize all of the 
teachers in Washington state, who 
demonstrate their passion for teaching 
and for kids every day in the class-
room. Today and the balance of this 
week is set aside to honor and cele-
brate teachers. I know that all of my 
colleagues will join me in recognizing 
our wonderful teachers across the na-
tion. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE WASH-
INGTON STATE CHAMPIONS OF 
THE ‘‘WE THE PEOPLE . . . THE 
CITIZENS AND THE CONSTITU-
TION’’ COMPETITION 

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, this 
week’s Innovation in Education Award 
recipient is an award winning class 
from Tahoma High School in Maple 
Valley, Washington. Earlier this year 
29 exceptional students from Tahoma 
High School in Washington state won 
Washington state’s competition testing 
their knowledge of the Constitution. 
As a result of that victory, this past 
weekend they were in Washington, D.C. 

to participate in the national finals of 
the ‘‘We the People . . . The Citizen 
and the Constitution’’ program. 

The ‘‘We the People . . . The Citizens 
and the Constitution’’ program, admin-
istered by the Center for Civic Edu-
cation, provides our elementary and 
secondary students a strong foundation 
in the history and philosophical 
underpinnings of the Constitution. 
That foundation ultimately promotes a 
sense of civic responsibility in these 
students and provides them with the 
means to act effectively within a 
democratic society. 

The final activity in this program, 
which took place April 30–May 3, is a 
simulated congressional hearing in 
which students ‘‘testify’’ before a panel 
of judges. Students demonstrate their 
knowledge and understanding of con-
stitutional principles and have oppor-
tunities to evaluate, take, and defend 
positions on relevant historical and 
contemporary issues. I am happy to an-
nounce that I attended last night’s 
award ceremony which the Tahoma 
High team won a regional award. 

I am proud of the achievement of 
these students and am happy to recog-
nize them. They are Adam Baldridge, 
Mary Basinger, Josh Bodily, Sydney 
Brumbach, Katie Carder, Erica Chavez, 
Elizabeth Dauenhauer, Steven 
Dekoker, Meaghan Denney, Nathan 
Dill, Marisa Dorazio, Jesse Duncan, 
Jayson Hart, Jon Hallstrom, Carolyn 
Hott, Daniel Linder, Casey Lineberger, 
Clark Lundberg, Karrie Pilgrim, Mi-
chael Pirog, David Rosales, Jason 
Shinn, Jeremy Sloan, Justin Sly, 
Donny Trieu, Orianna Tucker, Jessica 
Walker, Raymond Williams, and Eliza-
beth Zaleski. I also recognize Kathy 
Hand, the Washington state coordi-
nator for the ‘‘We the People . . .’’ pro-
gram, and Kristy Ulrich, the district 
coordinator. 

Finally, I applaud Mark Oglesby and 
his assistant Stephanie Galloway, the 
teachers who have led their Tahoma 
High School class to this national com-
petition, and have taught the past four 
state championship classes from Wash-
ington state. That track record shows 
great leadership and dedication to the 
education of their students. 

I enjoyed meeting with the students 
this weekend and wish them the best 
for their future. They will certainly be 
well prepared for it. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:59 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hanrahan, one of its reading 
clerks, announced that the House has 
passed the following bill, in which it 
requests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1480. An act to provide for the con-
servation and development of water and re-
lated resources, to authorize the United 
States Army Corps of Engineers to construct 
various projects for improvements to rivers 

and harbors of the United States, and for 
other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 93. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress regarding 
the social problem of child abuse and neglect 
and supporting efforts to enhance public 
awareness of this problem. 
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MEASURE REFERRED 

The following concurrent resolution 
was read and referred as indicated: 

H. Con. Res. 93. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress regarding 
the social problem of child abuse and neglect 
and supporting efforts to enhance public 
awareness of this problem; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated: 

EC–2823. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
entitled ‘‘Fiscal Year 2000 Capital Invest-
ment and Leasing Program’’; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2824. A communication from the Vice 
President, Communications, Tennessee Val-
ley Authority, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘The Statistical Sum-
mary for Fiscal Year 1998’’; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2825. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulations, Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Housing—Fed-
eral Housing Commissioner, Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Builder Warranty for High-Ratio 
FHA-Insured Single Family Mortgages for 
New Homes (FR–4288–C–02)’’ (RIN2502–AH08), 
received April 9, 1999; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2826. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulations, Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Fair Housing 
and Equal Opportunity, Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Fair Housing Complaint Processing; Plain 
Language Revision and Reorganization; In-
terim Rule (FR–4431–I–01)’’ (RIN2529–AA86), 
received April 27, 1999; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2827. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulations, Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Public and In-
dian Housing, Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Public 
Housing Agency Plans and Section 8 Certifi-
cate and Voucher Merger Rules; Announce-
ment of Public Forums; Solicitation of Addi-
tional Public Comment on Relationship of 
PHA Plans to Consolidate Plan (FR–4420–N– 
02)’’ (RIN2577–AB89), received April 27, 1999; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–2828. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulations, Office 
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